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The March 26, 2019 Demorest City Council regular monthly Work Session and Special Called Meeting 

was held in the Demorest Municipal Building located at 125 Ivy Street.   

 

AGENDA ITEM I AND II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Mayor Austin opened with the invocation and pledge to the flag.  

 

AGENDA ITEM III(A):  CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. He asked that one item be added to the agenda 

under NEW BUSINESS as item (C) Call for Election.  A motion was made by Councilman Moore and 

seconded by Councilman Popham to approve the agenda as amended.   

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as amended (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(B):  APPEARANCE & PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin invited public comments.  Beth Beasley, a local businesswoman, stood to address the 

group, specifically the Mayor.  She asked that Mayor Austin NOT speak with anyone at GDOT on her 

behalf in reference to the replacement of the Hazel Creek Bridge.  She further reiterated that she has 

retained an attorney to represent her and is doubtful of the Mayor’s influence with GDOT as it pertains 

to this matter.   

 

AGENDA ITEM III (C):  DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

Bryan Popham (Public Works Director) – A fence and gate have been installed at the shop. If the 

weather is clear, the crosswalks at Piedmont will be completed next week. The EPD will be in Demorest 

for two days conducting a sanitary survey.  There are new springs in Demorest Springs Park and Bryan 

will consult with Turnipseed about how they might be controlled.   

 

James Frady (Wastewater Supervisor) – The incubator and refrigerator froze overnight.  Samples should 

remain at 20 degrees C.  If the current equipment cannot be repaired, new equipment will need to be 

purchased immediately.  A local residential septic service has asked to be able to empty into our system.   

After a brief discussion a motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle and seconded by Councilman 

Harkness that Henson Septic be allowed to dump on a trial basis at a maximum of four loads per week 

and only with Bebo’s okay.   
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ACTION:  The motion to allow Henson Septic to dump into the Demorest system on a trial basis at a 

maximum of four loads per week and only with Bebo’s okay was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

Ken Ranalli (Fire Chief) – Several grants have been submitted including a GMA grant and a Georgia Fire 

Academy grant.  Justin Hicks is transitioning over to the Police Department and there will soon be an 

opening in the Fire Department.  The bay ceilings are almost complete and the new doors will not be 

installed until they are finished and painted.   

 

Casey Chastain (For Police Chief) – The Police Department has checked for speeders on Hancock Road 

and has concluded that speeding is not the problem, but rather the number of blind driveways on that 

road.  It was decided that no speed bumps would be installed at this time and the situation will continue 

to be monitored. 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV (A):  LEACHATE DUMPING 

Mayor and Council were presented with a report from Turnipseed Engineers regarding the dumping of 

leachate into the Demorest sewer system (see attachment).  Of particular concern were the high levels 

of ammonia which can be damaging to the balance of the system.  A motion was made by Councilman 

Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham to deny access. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to stop further dumping of leachate into the Demorest sewer system was 

unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV (B):  COON CREEK WATER LINE 

It was originally believed that work on the Coon Creek water line would require an IGA between 

Demorest and the County.  Attorney Homans explained to the group that an IGA would no longer be 

required since Bryan and the County agreed on terms. 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(C):  TE PROJECT – STREETSCAPE 

Attorney Homans reviewed his concerns about the reimbursement aspect of the Streetscape project.  

Mayor Austin called for a vote on the project and such a motion was made by Councilman Harkness and 

seconded by Councilwoman Wikle. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the continuation of the Streetscape project was unanimously 

approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(A):  SERVLINE CONTRACT 

The ServLine contract was presented for renewal.  There are no changes and the numbers are the same 

as last year.  A motion to renew was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the renewal of the ServLine contract was unanimously approved (4-

0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(B):  FREEDOM HILL 5K 

Freedom Hill has requested to hold a 5K benefit run on September 14, 2019.  Mayor and Council agreed 

and the run can be held.   

 

 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM V(C):  CALL FOR ELECTION 

Elections for two Council member positions (John Popham and Florence Wikle) will be held on 

November 5, 2019.  Qualifying dates are August 26 – 30, 2019.  Mayor Austin called for a motion to 

approve a resolution calling for the election.  Such a motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle and was 

seconded by Councilman Harkness. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve a resolution calling for the November 5, 2019 election for two Council 

positions was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS 

PROPERTY, PENDING LITIGATION OR PERSONNEL MATTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH OCGA 50-14-1 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  Councilman Popham made such a 

motion and was seconded by Councilman Moore and the motion was unanimously approved (4-0).  This 

part of the Regular Session was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

The meeting adjourned into Regular Session at 8:07 p.m.  With no motions made in Executive Session, 

Councilman Harkness made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Councilman Moore.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m.   

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 


